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The population of 
Somerset is now about 

535,000

There are 4,424 miles of 
road in Somerset

Life expectancy in 
Somerset is higher than 
the national average for 
both men and womenSomerset’s population 

is 52% urban and 
48% rural

Around 1,700 motor 
vehicles are stolen 
each year

In 2012, 20,000 incidents 
of anti-social behaviour 
were reported to the police

The average house price 
paid in Somerset in 

2012/13 was £206,853

Over 135,000 people 
congregate in the 

summer for the 
Glastonbury Festival 

More than 16,000 
households are on the 
Somerset Social 
Housing Register

Somerset’s economy is 
worth approx. £8.7 billion

Did you know?
• Average life expectancy in Somerset is 80 years for men and 83.8 for women 

• Cancers, circulatory and heart diseases are the main causes of death

• Only 33.4% of people in Somerset do one thirty minute session of physical activity per week

• The 65+ age group is projected to rise by 30% by 2021 

• Around 850 people die from smoking each year and about 18% of the adult population smoke

• Healthcare costs related to obesity are expected to rise to nearly £150m in Somerset by 2015

• The number of patients over 17 diagnosed with diabetes is 24,400 and increasing

• Coverage for breast cancer screening remains high with 80% of women eligible being screened

• In Somerset there are about 8,720 people with dementia and this is expected to rise 
 to 11,400 by 2021

• Over 4,500 people were diagnosed with depression by their GP in 2012/13

Health and wellbeing



A focus on children and young people

Vulnerable groups 
Did you know?
• Migrants – language remains a barrier for 
 some trying to access public services.
• Gypsies and Irish Travellers – only 66% 
 identify themselves as being in good 
 health compared to 81% of the 
 general population.
• Homelessness – latest estimates suggest 
 that at any one time, 40 people will be 
 sleeping rough in Somerset, the highest 
 number being in Mendip.
• LGBT (lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender) 
 – a total of 52 civil partnerships were 
 formed in Somerset in 2012.
• People with learning disabilities – in 2011 it 
 was estimated that there were 1,975 adults 
 with a moderate to severe learning 
 disability living in Somerset.
• Autism – more than one person in 100 has 
 autism, which indicates that in Somerset 
 there are 5,300 people who may have autism.

• Older people – Somerset has a higher 
 proportion of older people than the 
 national average, and this age group is 
 growing faster than others.
• Veterans – over the next two years, an 
 estimated 600 soldiers and 150 families 
 are expected into Yeovilton, an increase of 
 about 1,100 people.
• Around 4,900 Somerset residents are of 
 Asian ethnicity – principally Chinese and 
 Indian and people from the Philippines; 
 8,200 were born in Eastern Europe.
• Somerset is home to around 500 gypsy 
 and traveller caravans, half of which are 
 located in Mendip.
• More than 500 children and young people 
 in Somerset are looked after by the County 
 Council and a similar number are in receipt 
 of a child protection plan.

Did you know?
• Young people in Years 3 – 6 play more sport than other school years

• Teenage pregnancy rates in Somerset are reducing

• More young people under 18 are being admitted to hospital due 
 to alcohol

• At the end of 2012, 770 young people in Somerset were NEETs 
 (not in education, employment or training)

• About 2.2% of children in the south west aged fi ve to seventeen 
 provide unpaid care to a family member or relative

• One in six Year 6 children are considered to be obese

• Around 15% of children under 16 in Somerset are considered 
 to be living in poverty

• Four in fi ve students – 80% - stay on into further education

• There were 513 children in care in Somerset at the end 
 of March 2013

• Around 4,900 children were involved in or present at a domestic 
 violence incident in 2012/13
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Councillor Christine 
Lawrence - Chair of 
Somerset’s Health 
and Wellbeing Board

This is a ‘snapshot’ of Somerset’s latest Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA). It is the 
first JSNA to have been produced by the new Somerset Health and Wellbeing Board and 
plays an important role in informing the people who buy health, social care and related 
services for the population of Somerset. These short headlines give a flavour of the 
information and evidence co-ordinated to complete Somerset’s JSNA 2013/14. The full 
summary and more detailed information and data is available at:  

www.somersetintelligence.org/2014jsnasummary.html

Whilst this JSNA was produced before the catastrophic flooding in parts of the county and 
particularly the Somerset Levels, it should be acknowledged that this has had a serious 
impact on all aspects of life for the people living in these areas. Somerset County Council has 
taken a lead role in developing, with partners, a 20-year flood prevention plan. This includes 
helping communities become more flood-resilient as well as the construction of major 
infrastructure projects. 

The JSNA is required by Government so it’s a ‘must do’ for every Health and Wellbeing Board.

We would like to hear from you and what you think about the JSNA. Or if you would like the 
JSNA summary in a different format please also contact:  

Jo Purvis
JSNA Project Manager
01823 357275
jpurvis@somerset.gov.uk

Mike Smith
Information Manager
01823 355589
mjsmith@somerset.gov.uk
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